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Gaps in IPV Research

• Data Collection Method: Missing Key Population 

Groups and Underreporting?

• Law Enforcement Data

• Child Involvement



Intimate Partner Violence Declining?



Problems with “self-reporting”

• Self-reported through phone or in-person 

interviews

– Excludes: 

•Very poor

•Do not speak English

•“Chaotic” lives

•Military families living on base

•Individuals who are hospitalized, homeless, 

institutionalized, or incarcerated



Low Response Rates (DV Reports)

• National Violence Against Women Survey

– African American Women (10%)

– Female adults under the age of 30 years (19%)

• National Crime Victimization Survey

– Non-Hispanic White Female (77%)

– Residing in Urban Area (30%)

– One or More Children in Household (30%)



• 9,355 IPV incidents documented and analyzed

– Dec. 25, 2012 to December 2, 2015

• Incidents Involved:

– 9,420 Suspects

– 9,406 Victims

– 7,591 Witnesses

INDY IPV Study



Study Demographics

Study/County Population Demographics

Gender *Victim

(n = 9420)

*Witness

(n = 7591)

*Suspect

(n = 9406)

**Marion County 

Population

(n = 903,393)

Male 12% ***48% 88% 48%

Female 88% ***52% 12% 52%

Age 
Under 5 years 0% 37% 0% 8%

5 to 9 years 0% 19% 0% 7%

10 to 14 years 0% 12% 0% 7%

15 to 19 years 6% 7% 3% 7%

20 to 29 years 44% 10% 41% 17%

30 to 39 years 29% 5% 29% 15%

40 to 49 years 14% 4% 16% 13%

50 to 54 years 4% 2% 5% 7%

55+ years 3% 3% 4% 21%
***Ethnicity

White 46% 40% 38% 60%

African American 51% 56% 59% 26%

Hispanic 2% 3% 2% 9%

Other 1% 1% 1% 5%

*Incidents may have more than one victim, witness, or suspect

**Data from the U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census

***Data from updated domestic violence officer information sheet 



IPV in Marion County

Critical Concept:

Frequency/Severity of Violence



Environment of Violence

• On average, couples with IPV history have had 

__ prior, unreported incidents.10

*Average of 5 per month



History Of Violence
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INDY IPV Study

• Annual IPV victimization rate for Marion County was 441

victims per 100,000 population aged 12 and older

46% Severe IPV



Weapon Violence

• In ___ of all incidents a weapon was used

– 35% when female was suspect and male victim

• Most common weapons were firearms and 

knives (51%)

– Other weapons include bricks, chairs, hammers, 

pipes, tire irons, lamps, and baseball bats

• Only 1% of weapon-wielding females used a 

firearm compared to 24% of weapon-wielding 

males

17%



Strangulation

• 10% of IPV victims strangled during incident 

according to existing literature

• ___ report strangulation in this study

•60% had visual symptoms observed by officers

•Only 14% received medical treatment

•84% reported prior episodes of strangulation

• 31% of pregnant IPV victims reported 

strangulation

•17% of these pregnant victims received medical 

treatment

29%



Strangulation (Victim-Suspect History)

Suspect/Victim Violence History Strangulation No Strangulation

*Prior Unreported IPV Incidents 76% 51%

*At Least 10 Prior Unreported IPV Incidents 12% 4%

*At Least 50 Prior Unreported IPV Incidents 2% 1%

*Suspect History of Following or Spying on Victim 48% 26%

*Suspect Is Jealous or Controlling of Victim’s Daily Activities 75% 44%

*Recent Death Threats by Suspect 45% 21%

*Suspect With History of Suicide Attempt 18% 9%

*Suspect Has Threatened to Kill Victim or Their Child 51% 20%

*Suspect Has Ever Used A Weapon Against Victim 41% 17%

*Victim Thinks Suspect May Kill Them 57% 20%

*Suspect Abused/Threatened Animals in Home 5% 1%

*Suspect Forced Sex with Victim 14% 3%

*Suspect Has Easy Access to Gun 42% 25%



IPV in Marion County

Critical Concept:

Children as Witnesses/Victims



IPV - Threat of Harm to Children

• 678,932 children abused or neglected in U.S. 

during 2013 calendar year (U.S. Dept. of Health)

– 1% of entire U.S. child population

• In homes where DV occurs, prevalence of child 

abuse or neglect may rise to as much as 60%

• As much as 60 times the risk of child abuse or 

neglect 



Threats of Harm to Children

• Physical Abuse 

• Sexual Abuse 

• Neglect

• Emotional Maltreatment



IPV Study

• Overall, children were mentioned in domestic violence 

police reports in 59% of cases.
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Indy IPV (Children)

• Children in homes when parents had formerly 

cohabited: 70%

• Children in homes were parents were both 

under 30 years old: 67%

– Excluded from surveys?

• 71% of these children were injured or directly 

witnessed the event

• Over 40% of incidents involving children 

involved more than one child



IPV in Marion County

Critical Concept:

Animal Maltreatment Overlap



Animal Maltreatment - IPV

• Prevalence in homes where IPV is reported to 

have occurred: 50-75%

– Particularly harmful for individuals whose 

primary source of emotional support is their pet



IPV VICTIMS: Pets

Zip Code Dog Cruelty (Expected) DV Incidents (Expected)

46201 47 (12) 73 (31)

46203 61 (16) 39 (37)

46218 54 (12) 91 (29)

46222 45 (14) 67 (33)



Animal Abuse and IPV



IPV in Marion County Review

• Incidents occur frequently and are often quite 

severe

• Children are often present for the incident or a 

member of the household in which it occurs

• Allegations of strangulation, having multiple 

children in the home, or a suspect history of 

animal maltreatment appears to increase 

risk/severity



Study to be Published
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